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MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL AND GENERAL COURT— 

1622-1629. 



From the originals in the Library of Congress. 



(Continued.) 
[17] 

Thomas Harris swome & examined sayeth that he findeth 
that one Cowe lately in the possession of Luke Boise named 
brokenlegg and killed by y' Indians at the necke of land yras 
one of those eight cowes that Capt. John Martin had formerly 
in his possession. 

Richard Tailor swome & examined affirmeth as much as 
Thos. Harris hath done. 

At this Court was presented by Richard Greenleafe(l) a 
deed of gifte of one hundred acres of land being his own personal 
divident made unto Gregory Dory, yeoman, and the said 
Gregory Dory doth at this present desire to have license to 
take upp the same upp towards the head of Blunt Point River 
the w'ch y' Court hath consented unto. 

Upon the petition of Edward Waters, (2) the Court hath 
given leave unto him to seat himselfe & plant uppon the 
strawberry bankes w'thin the circuite of the Campanye's 
land laid out at Elizabeth City & hath granted him a lease of 
50 acres of land there for y' terms of ten years next ensueing 

(1) Robert Greenleafe (doubtless thepcrso!; intended in the text) lived 
at Neck of Land in Charles City in 1624-5. He was aged 43 and came in 
the Tryall, August 1610. In his "Muster" were his wife Susan, aged 23, 
who came in the Jonathan. May 1620, and their two children, Thomas, 
aged 3 years, and Ann, aged 22 weeks. At the census of 1624-5 Gregory 
Dorie, aged 36, who came in the Bona Nova, in 1620, his wife and "littell 
child borne in Virginia", were living at Elizabeth City. 

(2) For Edward Waters see this Magazine Vol. I, 92, 93. 
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after the feast of St. Thomas y* Apostle last past, and to take 
alonge y' banke of y' river 50 poles for y* said fifty acres 
yeilding & paying y« same yearly fifty" waight of Tobo. 
Uppon y' Petition of Robert Bridgwater, John Osborne, 
John Milnehouse, Robert Hutchinson, Law. Smallpage & 
Joseph Hatfield & y' rest of y* Inhabtants of Pashbehayes 
wherein they complaine exceedingly concerning the barreness 
of y' ground whereon they plant, the badness of their utterly 
decayed house & of their small strength & ability to hold & 
defend y' same place, the Court hath Condescended and given 
leave unto them as being free men to remove from y* said 
land of Pashbehays and leave That and [word illegible] 



[18] 
At this Coiu-t Joseph Hatfield had leave granted unto him 
to goe to plant himself at Accawmacke. 

The Provost Marshall 's fees 

ffor an Arrest - 2 1. tob., one bush, come 

ffor an imprisonment fat Comingin, 2 H., one bush come 

\at his goe: out 2, one bush vome 

(3)ffor setting by his heels....5 

ffor punishing any man by 
whipping, pillory. Duck- 
ing, &c 2 li 

Uppon 10 the orfering of any 

act in cotut 1 li. 

Finis Ciuiae 



(3) "Setting by the heels," aptmishment frequently appearing at that 
time, probably meant placing in the stocks. The whipping post, pillory, 
stocks and ducking stool were regarded as parts of the necessary equip- 
ment of every well regulated court. 
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[19] 

A Court at James City 10**' day of Jantiary 1626, beinf 
present : 

Sir George Yeardley Knt., Governor &c 
Capt. Smyth Mr Clayboume 

Capt. Mathews Capt. Tucker 

Mr Persey Mr fferrar 

Capt. William Peirce swome & examined sayeth that y* 
Inventory of y* Estate of Robert Austin, (4) deceased, by him 
brought into the Court is a true iust & perfect Inventory to 
his knowledge, onely excepted some old clothes & a hatt w'ch 
this deponent gave away to such as tended him in his sickness. 

The Govemor(5) at this Court intimated his intent to take 
upp one thousand acres of land as his divident, lying uppon 
Blunt point river and bounded lasterly by a Creeke that 
divideth it fro' the land of Roge Poole & Lt. Peppet, next 
adjoining to their houses now built, and soe extending westerly 
alonge the banke of y* river five hundred pole soe far as unto 
y' said quantily of land appertaneth, northerly uppon the said 
Bltmt Point river & southerly uppon the Maine River, w'ch 
thing the Court condescended unto 

And therefore at this Court Capt. Roger Smyth & Capt. 
WUl'm Peirce signified their consent and allowance to give leave 
unto ye Governor to take upp his divident as forenamed And 
whereas there may be some doubt least that land now taken 
upp by Y' Governor should fall out to be a part of their divident 
they doe bind themselves to stand contented to have soe much 
land given them by ye Governor in some other place. 



(4) No Robert Austin appears in the Census of 1624-5; but Robert 
Aston, aged 29, who came in the Treasurer ,was then one of Capt. Pierce's 
servants at Mulberry Island. 

(5) The tract of land which Governor Yeardley took up at this time 
remained in his possession until his death and was directed to be sold 
under the desciption of "My plantation of one thousand acres of land at 
Stanly onWarwicke River." 
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[201 

John Stone, Blacksymth, swome & examined sayeth that 
the Inventory of y' Estate of Walter Blake (5) deceased, by 
him now brought into y' Coiirt is a true iust & perfect Inventory 
to his knowledge. And hath theruppon leave given him to 
have a letter of Administration uppon y' Estate of y" said 
Walter Blake. 

John Arondelle, gent: swome & examined sayeth that the 
will and testam't of Thomas Hunter(7) brought into y° Court 
by Mr Edward Waters was ye will & testm't of said Thomas 
Hunter, & y' he was in perfect sense & memory at y" making 
of ye same. 

It is ordered that Henry Bradford(8) doth pay a fine of 
40 li. of Tobocco for his offence of drunkeness & enter into 
bond of 300 li. Tob. for his good behavior & appearance at y' 
next quarter Court. 

At this Court there was a bond with securetye under the 
hand of Thomas Spelman produced by Capt. Wm Tucker 
taken for the assurance of the estateof Edward Hill (9) deceased, 
to y" use of his child Elizabeth Hill, bearing date y" 4"' Nov- 
ember 1626 & theruppon a letter of Administration granted 
to y* said Tho : Spelman. 

Whereas there is a petition precented in Court by Philem.on 
Powell together with a bond of twenty pounds Sterling under 
the hand & seal of Capt. John Harvey Esq'r bearing date the 
20*'' of April 1626 unto John Sharpies, of London, merchant, 

(6) In 1624-5 Walter Blake, who had come in the Swan, was a "dwel- 
ler" at Sir George Yeardley's plantation at Hog Island. John Stone, 
who had come in the Swa n, and his wife Sisly, who had come in the 
Seaflower, also lived at Hog Island. At the same time another John 
Stone, a boy, lived at the Treasurer's Plantation. 

(7) Thomas Hunter was buried at Elizabeth City 1624. For Peter 
Arundel Erondelle or Arondelle, and his children, John, &c., see this 
Magazine I, 310, and Brown's Genesis, 887. 

(8) The disorderly Henry Bradford had come to Va in the Abigaile, 
and in 1624-5 was aged 35 and a servant of Capt Pierce at James City. 

(9) On the 9th of September 1622, "Master Edward Hill" disting- 
uished himself by a brave and successful defence of his house against 
the Indians. There is a letter, dated Elizabeth City April 14, 1623, 
from him to his brother, John Hill, of Lombard Street, London, Mercer, 
and another to his "father-in-law," Mr Richard Boyle. Edward Hill 
was buried in Elizabeth City May 15, 1624. In 1624-5 Elizabeth Hill, 
apparetly his only child, lived at Elizabeth City with Thomas Spilman. 
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and now the said Philemon Powell [21] on y' behalfe of y' 
said John Sharpies demanded to have paim't of ye same by 
some meanes out of y' estate of y* said John Harvey, wheruppon 
y' Court hath ordered that y* said Philemon Powell shall take 
into his possession the house and land of Capt. Harvey in 
James City & shall rent or lease out y' same till such time as 
ye said twenty pounds ge fully satisfyed together w'th a debt 
of wages dew unto John Barnard for service done him,, pro- 
vided that if be y« said John Harvey shall arrive here or any 
in his behalfe ° pay y* said debt, that then y* said Philemon 
Powell shall deliver upp the same. 

John Croodicke swome & examined sayeth that Luke Boise, 
gent ; speake to this deponent to goe to Accawmacke & receive 
of Capt. Will'm Epes eight hundred waight of tobacco & did 
write a letter w'thall unto Capt. Epes & this deponent accord- 
ingly did receive of y* said Capt. Epes the said eight hundred 
waight of Tobacco, and that haveing the same aboard his 
boate & comeing over the bay the said tobacco by badd & 
Stormy weather was most part of it wette, But this deponent 
delivered this tobacco unto Mr Chainberlaine at Kecoughton 
according to Mr Luke Boise his Appoin'n't about two years 
since. 

This Court doth order that George Travell[or] (10) of 
Accawmacke for this yeare's service being due to Capt. John 
Martin by Indentvire, doe pay unto y° said Capt. Martin 360 li. 
of tobacco, and all his Croppe of Come exceptive 3 li. to be 
allowed for his victuall as soone as possible he shall or may 
make means to doe y' same, And the said George Travell 
[or] either to deliver up his Indentures or to come and live a 
tenant uppon his land. 



[22] 

Capt. Wm Pierce swome & examined sayeth that at the 
Massacre being sent downe to Martin's Hundred for y* releafe 
of such as were left alive & ye recovering of such cattle, goods 

(10) For George Traveller see this Magazine II, 315, 316 
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& Come as was left hee this deponent doth remember y' hee 
brought upp some come belonging to Rich. Staples(ll) and 
some also of Walter Davys that as he best remembreth the 
Come was about halfe a score barrells of ears. And this depo- 
nent further sayeth that Capt William Powell demanded 
some of the come at James City in right of John Davys the 
brother of y" said Walter Davyes, and that was delivered unto 
him the quantity as he remembreth of 20 or 30 barrells of ears. 

Richard Dolphinby swome & examined sayeth that hee 
being a servant unto Walter Davis at Martins Hundred know- 
eth that two days gefore y* Massacre Walter Davis received 
into his house 12 barrells of Ears And that at harvest there 
was three score barrells of ears measured in & layed uppon the 
house of Richard Staples. 

Capt Wm Pierce remembreth that there was twenty barrells 
of Ears in the house of Richard Staples belonging unto Walter 
Davis. 

Whereas the last Covut day there was leave given, to the in- 
habitants of Pashbehayes to remove themselves fro' that place, 
the Court doth now determine neither to constraine them nor 
any other ye inhabitants of ye Maine to stay and inhabit there. 



[23] 
Christopher Windmill swome & examined sayth that about 
Easter 1624 Capt. Douse being in his own house did call his 
servant Robert Todd(14) unto him & asked him for what time 
time he came over w'th Capt Prince, who answered he ceime 
for seven years unlesse he would be pleased to give him some 

(11) Richard Staples owned 150 acres at Archer's Hope. WalterDavis 
does not appear in the Census of 1624-5. Probably both had been killed 
in the Massacre. That so much com, then probably only used for human 
food, should have been left in one house in the spring, shows that the 
colonists must at that time have grown supplies of com fully ample for 
their use. 

(12) Robt. Todd, aged 20, who came in the Hopewell, 1622, was in 
1624-5 a servant of William Tiler at Elizabeth City. This Robt. Todd 
may have been the man who some years later was a ship builder near 
the present Norfolk. There is a tradition that the Hopewell farm , Prince 
George Co; now the seat of a great munition plant, was named for the 
ship Hopewell. 
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part of his time, then y" said Capt Douse told him hee would 
give unto y" said Robt. Todd two years of his time,&c and 
sent y* said Robert for a pen and Inke who when he came 
againe said y* he could find none, then y said Capt Douse 
presently called this deponent &c one Rich Roper to be wit- 
nesses y* he did give unto, y" said Robert Todd two years of 
his time. 

Richard Roper swome & examined sayth as much as Christ- 
opher Windmill hath done before. 

It is ordered y' Robert Todd ye servant of Capt. Douse 
shall have two years time abated unto him of ye seaven years 
w'ch he ought unto y" said Capt. Douse at his comeing over 
with Capt. Prince, w'ch seaven years to begine to be accounted 
at y' time, of y' said Robert Todd's arrivall here. 

It is ordered that Michael Batt(13). shall have leave to 
remove fro' y* Maine & plant at Smyth's Mount. 

It is ordered that Phettiplace. Close shall have leave to 
remove & plant at Blunt point. 



[25] 

A Court held the 11"' of January 1626, being present: 
Sir George Yeardley, Knt., Governor &c 
Capt. West Mr Clayboiime 

Capt. Smyth Capt. Tucker 

Capt. Mathews Mr fferrar 

Mr Persey 

Robert Adams of Martin's Hundred swome & examined 
sayth y' about about y* middle of August last past being at 
Mr Harwood's(14) house heard Richard Crocker say Capt. 
Hamor & Mr Persey had bought goods & sold sold them at 
an unreasonable rate & that they were unfit to sitt at y* Council. 

(13) Michal Batt, who came in the Hercules, and his wife, Ellen, 
who came in the Warwick, lived at the Maine, Tames City, 1624-5. 

(14) A "Mr Harwood's house," could have been found in or near 
Martins Hundred from the been referred to, nearly or quite down to the 
present time. Either Thomas orWilliamHarwood was meant. Richard 
Crocker lived at Martins Hundred in 1623; but was omitted in the Cenus 
of 1624-5. 
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Maximilian Stone of Martin's Hundred swome & exajnined 
sayth that being at Mr Harwood's house he heard Richard 
Crocker say that many great men went aboard shipps and 
bought many goods & sold them again at unreasonable rates 
but he doth not remember the time when these words were 
spoken; but thinketh it was before y° middle of July last past 
before the Governor came in. 

At this Court Tho. Doe hath leave given unto him to remove 
fro' Kecoughton & plant at Hogg Island. 

Uppon the petition of Randall Crew on the behalfe of Eliza 
beth his wife, late y' wife of Capt. Small [ey] about 4 oxen 
w'ch he taxeth the Governor to have seized on in the time 
of his Govemnm't heretofore, the Court hath thought fitt 
to take the oath of Capt. John Martin. 

Capt John Martin swome & examined sayth that about 
4 years agoe Mrs Elizabeth Small [ey] being in England was 
as shee said set on by y' Company to deliver a petition to y* 
king [26] ag'n't Sir Samuell Argall to recover certain oxen of 
him w'ch he had taken fro' her in Virginia, he y« said Sir 
Samuell Argall did so release himselfe that shee asked in for- 
giveness at my Lord of Warwick's house. And then afterwards 
S'r Samuell Argall told her that he said oxen were in Virginia 
& noe body could tell her better where they were then Capt. 
Tho: Graves then living in Virginia. 

John Dodds swome & examined sayth that about ten days 
before the death of Luke Boise, gent; who deceased the 21"" 
of June last past hee this deponent being at y" house of y° said 
Mr Luke Boise, who was then very sicke sayed that it was 
very good for him to make a will, then he y' said Mr Luke 
Boise answered what need he to make a will for that hee had 
noe body to give his estate unto but his child & his wife. Where- 
uppon it is ordered y° said Alice Boise late y' wife of Luke 
Boise, deceased shall have a letter of Administration given 
& granted unto her. 

At this Court was a petition presented by Mrs Alice Boise, 
widow, ags't Joseph Royall, servant unto her late husband 
Luke Boise & shewed a covenant bearing date the 25'*' day of 
Febe. 1625, where y' said Joseph Royall was bound unto y* 
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said Luke Boise to perform certain conditions therin mentioned, 
whemppon it is ordered according to the said covenantes that 
ye said Joseph Royall shall make or cause to be made gratis 
for y* said Alice Boise, her child & such servants as were ther 
of his family all such apparell as they shall weare or use till 
such day & time as he shall depart their land or those of y' 
ffamily shall either sewe her or the child. 
(To be Continued.) 



